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Abstrak 
Jurnal ini fokus pada aspek yang memengaruhi Celie untuk menjadi seorang lesbian pada di novel yang 
berjudul The Color Purple. Lebih lanjut lagi, tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengungkap aspek-
aspek yang menyebabkan Celie menjadi seorang lesbian. Penelitian ini menggunakan teori gender, konsep 
lesbianisme and juga beberapa teori yang berhubungan dengan pembentukan identitas seksual pada 
individu. Penelitian ini metode deskripsi kualitatif untuk menganalisa permasalahan. Penelitian ini 
mengungkapkan bahwa lesbian pada Celie dipengaruhi oleh tiga hal yaitu aspek biologis, aspek psikologis 
dan aspek social. Aspek biologis Celie berkenaan dengan kesamaan dan kemiripan gen dengan saudara 
biologisnya yang bernama nettie yang juga bisa dikategorikan sebagai seorang lesbian sehingga disimpulkan 
bahwa terdapat kemiripan dan kesamaan gen pada keduanya. Selanjutnya, aspek psikoligis Celie 
berhubungan dengan ketakutan, kemarahan dan kebencian Celie terhadap laki-laki terutama Pa sebagai 
ayah angkatnya dan Mr. Albert sebagai suaminya dan juga perasaan nyaman terhadap wanita terutama 
Nettie dan Shug Avery. Aspek terakhir yaitu aspek sosial yang mana berhubungan dengan lingkungan sosial 
Celie yang menganut sistem partiarkal yang mana memposisikan pria lebih dominan daripada wanita. 
Kata Kunci:  Lesbian, sistem partiarkal 
  
Abstract 
This journal focuses on the aspects that influence Celie to be lesbian in the novel entitled The Color Purple. 
Moreover, the aim of this research is to reveals the aspects that influence Celie to be a lesbian. This study 
operates the theory of gender, a concept of lesbianism, and also the theory that influences and constructs the 
sexual identity of an individual. Descriptive qualitative method is applied to analyze the problems in this thesis. 
The study reveals that Celie’s lesbian is influenced by three aspects. They are biological aspect, psychological 
aspect and social aspects. Celie’s biological aspect deals with the sameness of Celie’s genes with her sister Nettie 
who is also considered as lesbian so both of Celie and Nettie has the sameness and similarity at their genes. 
Secondly, the psychological aspect of Celie deals with her fear, hate and hatred to men especially Pa as her step 
father and Mr. Albert as her husband and her comfortable feeling to women especially Nettie and Shug Avery. 
The last aspect is social and environmental aspect dealing with Celie’s environment which still follows 
partiarchal system of family that put man more dominant than woman. 
Key words: Lesbian, Partiarchal System  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The concern of this paper is to explore more 
about gender and sexuality of human in Alice Walker’s 
novel entitle The Color Purple which specifically dealing 
with her identity development. 
 Alice Walker was born on February 9, 1944, in 
Eatonton, Georgia, at the very early of her life; her main 
profession is as a social worker, teacher, and lecturer. She 
then participated and dedicated her life in the 1960s civil 
movement in Mississippi to fight, struggle and against for 
equality for all African American people who at the 
moment are being opressed, repressed and discriminated 
by the society. She can also be considered as one of the 
most inspired African-American writers who also 
supports black feminist movement. Living in a such 
racial environment, Walker is sent to the segregated 
school by her mother. When she is graduating from her 
school, she is considered as one of valedictorian at that 
time. Moreover, she is then able to join one of prestigious 
university, Spellmen, in Atlanta. She later moves to Sarah 
Lawrence College in New York City. During her study at 
Sarah Lawrence Collage, Walker goes to Africa in order 
to fullfil on her tasks. In 1985, Walker is officially 
graduated from Sarah Lawrence ands the same year that 
she successfully creates and published her first short 
story. Her experiences in seeing many oppression, 
discrimination and repression of African-American 
people triggered her to pour into a piece of paper 
signalized by her first collection of poetry which was 
published in 1968. However, the best part of her writing 
career is when she is successful in publishing her third 
novel, The Color Purple, in 1982. The novel has won two 
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prestigious awards Pulitzer Prize for Fiction and the 
National Book Award for Fiction in 1983. In 1986, The 
Color Purple is formed adopted to a film which is 
directed by Steven Spielberg.  
The Color Purple is written in a form of 
continuously letters addressed to God to express and to 
share what have been undergone and felt by Celie, a 
fourteen years old girl, a protagonist and the main 
character of the story. To be more accurately, the novel 
tells about the life of Celie who is fighting for equality in 
such kind of oppressive and abusive environment. The 
story starts when celies is about 14 years old, being 
oppresed and sexual abused by her step father as a result 
she then gave two birth of children a girl and a boy but 
they were taken away by her step father. Furthermore, 
Nettie, Celie’s biological sister is married by a man 
called Mr. Albert. However,her step father does not give 
Nettie’s permission to marry with that man and as the 
change he give Celie to Mr. Albert. After being married 
by Mister Albert. He does many bad things to Celie and 
Nettie accidently comes to see Celie and she needs to 
stay with Nettie. When Mister is not able to lure Nettie, 
he kick her away from his house which makes Celie more 
desperate. Celie’s life with Mister Albert is somehow 
worse than with her step father. She is treated like a slave 
who always has to follow and do whatever Mister Albert 
want to. Celie also has been assaulted both 
psychologically and physically. In addition, she does not 
have any rights to do, speak, and express herself. She 
thinks that her life is stolen by two men or she is the 
prisoner of men. Receiving continuous oppression, 
abusement, and enslavement in her life, Celie becomes 
afraid of men. She thinks that men is something scary and 
it has to be avoided. According to her, man is so powerful 
who cannot be fought and has always be obeyed not 
matter what he says. As a result, Celie’s sexual tendency 
and identity then changes and she become homosexual 
and lesbian. Moreover, she feels more comfortable, 
secure and safe whenever she closes to women. This kind 
of situation can be analyzed thorough gender and 
sexuality study which deals most with the development 
of sex and gender of someone and the sexual preferences 
of someone. 
Gender and sexuality have been one of 
controversial and debatable issues in this modern era. It is 
simply as a result of the freedom of choice that makes 
everybody in this world can do everything they want 
even having the same sex relationship, being a gay, being 
lesbian and even doing transgender or as known as 
changing gender orientation. They can also can be 
considered as one of the most sensitive issue discussed 
and argued accros the world since nowday some 
countries have legalized LGBT (Lesbian,Gay, Bisexual 
and Trnasgender). Analyzing and criticizing what has 
been an arguable issue, many experts and thinker come 
with their opinion and idea toward gender and sexuality, 
as Hans Bartens Says,  
“Until fairly recently critical interest was 
primarily focused on the three areas of 
difference, those of gender, race and class, that 
seemed to be most central in the way Western 
Culture has over the ages structured itself. 
...Gender and Race have traditionally gone 
together in organizing the West’s response to 
non-western peoples and in establishing an 
exclusively Western Identity. Since the 1980's a 
fourth area of difference, that of sexuality, has 
gained prominence as an important principle of 
social and cultural organization. (217-18).” 
So it can be said that gender, sexuality and everything 
about it are something new including the theories and the 
thinkers One of the famous thinkers dealing with this 
field is Judith Butler with her famous theory of queer 
“Gender Trouble: Femisnism and the subversion of 
Identity” (1990). Furthermore, Queer theory has been 
associated most prominently with bisexual, lesbian and 
guy subject, but analytic framework also includes such 
topics cross-dressing, intersexuality, gender ambiguity 
and gender corrective surgery. In addititon, there are also 
several thesises discussing about the topic such as 
Representation of Woman in The Movie The Color 
Purple and Monster: Question about Sexuality and 
Identity by Raphael Alburqueque De Boer. It actually 
focuses on the representation of female homoeroticism in 
the movies. However, it accurately analyzes and 
discusses about lesbian relationship in the films which 
plays essential role in developing and constructing the 
stories.  
 The color purple shows many aspects of human 
and real life. It is generally about discrimination, 
repression and also abusement. The main character has 
experienced many bad things in her life. All of them were 
done by men which cause her to become afraid of men 
whom the first is her own step father and the second is 
her own husband. Her own step father raped her twice 
and and also took her babies away in her very begining of 
her age meanwhile her won husband treats her not as a 
wife but as a slave which has to do everything he wants. 
She does have any idea and intention dealing with 
everything related to men. That huge fear of men as a 
result of abusement and repression by men finally create 
such devitiation in Celie’s sexual identity. She then 
becomes lesbian and feels much more comfortable when 
she is close to women. She can also sense something 
different when she is closed and gets along with women. 
Many attitudes and behaviours which have been shown 
by Celie can be described as Lesbian. Consequently, the 
purpose of this study is to to reveal the aspects that 
influence Celie to be a lesbian in Alice Walker’s “The 
Color Purple. 
 
Method 
The source of data is mainly the novel 
of Alice Walker “The Color Purple” issued and 
published in 1982 and it is in the PDF form of 
file. The data are in the form of dialogues, 
epilogues, direct and indirect speech of 
characters which show show inclining of Celie’s 
lesbian in the novel. 
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Procedure of Data Analysis 
 The data taken from the novel and 
secondary sources were analyzed by using 
qualitative content analysis technique which 
covers four steps.  
1. The researcher formulated the indicator of 
factors that cause someone becomes a lesbian 
based on the theories and the indicators of each 
stage of lesbian identity development based on 
the theories .  
2. The researcher identified the data from the 
novel that related to the factors that cause 
someone to become a lesbian and the stages of 
lesbian identity development.  
3. The data indicating factors that cause Celie to 
become a lesbian were classified into two 
factors: bological, psychological and social and 
environmental factors, while Celie’s lesbian 
identity development was classified into: 
sensitization, identity confusion, identity 
assumption, commitment and exploration.  
4. The data were checked related theories to get the valid 
data analysis. 
 
Discussion  
 
The Color Purple is one of novels which 
contains of gender issue in it. It is written by Alice 
Walker in form of  serial letters which are made by the 
main character in the story, Celie to tell and express what 
she feels and thinks at that moment. Reading through all 
the story, it can clearly be concluded that Celie has such 
kind of deviation in her sexual orientation, tendency and 
preference as she starts to be atrracted and to her same 
sex type whether Nettie and Shug Avery. Nettie is Celie’s 
biological sister who has lived together with Celie 
meanwhile Shug Avery is a woman who is brought by 
Mr Albert, Celie’s husband to house. Moreover, this can 
be seen through Celie’s behaviours, feelings, and attitude 
which are regarded as as lesbian. Those behaviours and 
feelings are the feeling of being different from her same 
sex peer, the excessive and huge admiration to the same 
sex type and the brutal jealousy to the same sex type. 
Before focusing on lesbian and anything related to it, the 
very early concentration deals with sexual orientation and 
identity, according to Giddens, Sexual orientation is a 
term used to define a model of emotional, romantic and 
sexual attraction, interest and desire to whether men and 
women so it can also be described as kind of feeling 
whether to the same sex type or to the different sex type 
such as a girl will be attracted to the boy or the boy who 
will also be interested to the girl.  
Furthermore, Reiter (1989: 139) expresses that 
sexual orientation has been existed in every human being 
as it is very normal sense and feeling and it also deals 
with an individual’s feeling of personal and social 
identity based on those attractions, attitude and behaviors 
expressing them, and membership in a community of 
others who share them. Gidden (2006) in one of his 
books also asserts that there are four kind of sexual 
orientation; heterosexuality, bisexuality, asexuality and 
homosexuality First of all, Heterosexual is the most 
familiar, common, ordinary and usual sexual pattern 
found in most society when an individual is atrracted 
sexually to his/her other sex type. Secondly, Bisexuality 
is an epithet to refer to the sexual interest, feeling, 
attraction and desire of an individual who is attracted and 
interested to the same type of sex and gender and also to 
the other same sex and gender. Thirdly, Asexuality is a 
fixed terms used to refer to non-sexuality or it is mostly 
applied to refer to the lack of sexual interest, attraction 
and desire. The last, homosexuality is a term to refer to 
the romantic and sexual attraction, desire and feeling to 
the same sex type. There are two types of model and kind 
of homosexual person. They are gay and lesbian. To be 
more detail, gay is used to refer to a man who has sexual 
desire to another man whereas lesbian is a term to name a 
woman who also has sexual desire and intererst to 
another women. However, Celie’s lesbian are influenced 
by three aspects. Giddens, in one of his books entitled 
sociology which is issued and published in 2006, 
proposes that the sexual identity of individuals is 
constructed through some factors, they are biological, 
psycological and social and environmental factor which 
play its different role in shapping individual’s sexual 
identity.  
Talking about the aspect which influence Celie 
to be a lesbian, there are at least three main aspects that 
play huge role influencing and triggering Celie to be a 
lesbian or to have different sexual identity or orientation 
from mostly normal women. Those aspects are 
biological, psychological and social factors. 
Biological aspects of lesbian development deals 
with the genes of the individual which means if there are 
two daughters in a family and one of them is lesbian, it 
will be very possible that another girl is also a lesbian. In 
many case, the sexual tendency of a girl will give effects 
to another girl as long as they are biologically sisters. 
This kind situation occurs in Celie when she has a 
biological sister which also has the same age as her. Even 
though they are not twin sisters, they still have biological 
connection and of course their genes also have some 
similarities. Furthermore, if Celie’s behaviors, attitudes 
and feelings are regarded as homosexuality especially a 
lesbian, the sexual preference of Nettie will also be 
similar as they are biological sister and were born from 
the same biological mother. Consequently, biological 
factor is still important to be understood even though it 
does not play much role in the lesbian development 
process. On of proves is in the extract below when Nettie 
is a also afraid of men as Celie is. 
I see him looking at my little sister. She 
scared.But I say I’ll take care of you. WithGod 
help. (walker, 1982 pdf 10) 
 The quotation above shows that Nettie is also 
afraid of men just like Celie. it seems that both of Celie 
and Nettie have the same psychological condition since 
they are born and they have also risen in partiarchal 
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family and man domination with a cruel and harsh step 
father. The fear of man as what has been explained by 
Celie above signalizes that Nettie’s sexual tendency and 
preference are quite similar to Celie as a result of being 
born from the same womb and surrounded by the same 
environment. Therefore, this is one of Celie’s biological 
aspect to be a lesbian that one of her biological sister has 
also the same psychological condition and sexual 
tendency as Celie does. Furthermore, from the passage 
above, it is very clear that Celie always notices and cares 
about anything related to Nettie. Nettie’s actions, 
behaviours and feelings is the greatest corncern for Celie 
since Nettie is the second girl in Celie’s life after her 
mother. All in all, Celie convinces that she will do 
anything to make Nettie secure and safe. 
“But God, I miss you, Celie. I think about the 
time you laid yourself down for me. I love you 
with all my heart,” (Walker, 1982, 72 pdf) 
The extract above is on one of Nettie’s serial 
letters addressed to Celie. It is Nettie’s confession that 
she also has the same feeling as Celie does. Nettie also 
loves Celie as the result of having bad and cruel step 
father who has treated her in improper and unfair way. It 
can be recognized that Nettie as the sister of Celie, has 
also the same genes as Celie. Furthermore, the sentences 
are the realization and expression of Nettie’s true and real 
feeling when she is away from Celie that she misses 
Celie so much. She clearly and firmly states that she also 
loves Celie so much. However, Nettie’s letter seems to be 
common and regular massage for most people or family 
who has separated for long time and they miss each other 
but it is queer and odd when Nettie is even able to 
remember a moment when they are lying together. It 
simply shows that both Nettie and Celie have inseparable 
relationship that they love each other beyond the 
common love of common sisters. To be detail, by the 
quotation above, both of Celie and Nettie have some 
similarities since they are sisters from the same biological 
mother.  
 To be more focus on a piece of letter above, 
Nettie’s sexual tendency can be seen in her second 
sentence saying that “i think about the time you laid 
yourself down for me”. What Nettie means in that 
sentence is that she always remembers any moment 
which has been spent together with Celie and those are 
such great moments in her life because human being tend 
to remember the best moment and the worst one in their 
life. Furthermore, lying down with Celie is one of the 
best moments for Nettie. The moment itself means that 
both Celie and Netie love sleeping, cuddling, satisfying, 
sharing and expressing love each other in the past.. Later, 
The moments and the times will always remind Nettie of 
Celie and then it lead it to the yearning .It seems like 
Nettie has been thrown back to the past when they were 
still together and had great time together. It is the easiest 
indicator that Nettie has the same sexual tendency as 
Celie for they enjoy every moment which has been 
undergone together. One will complete and protect each 
other because of inseparable love since their childhood. 
She in her room crying. Nettie tend to first one, 
then the other. She so scared she go out doors 
and vomit. But not out front where the two mens 
is. (Walker, 1982, 14 pdf) 
What can be found from the extract above is that 
Nettie is also afraid of men as Celie is. It is the same if 
Nettie thinks and assume that men is something scary and 
need to get rid of. Nettie’s weeping can actually be 
understood as the refusal and rejection to meet and see 
men. The words “Nettie tend to first one, the the other” 
stands for the fear to men which mostly experienced by 
many girls at that time especially to the families which 
adopt, follows and apply partiarchal system of family 
which put men as the main power, ruler and controller. 
Furthermore, Nettie’s fear of men is very huge and 
excessive until she vomits whenever looks at them. For 
Nettie, meeting and seeing men make her sick. At this 
point, this is the obvious indication that Nettie has some 
similarities to Celie even though they are not quite the 
same. Accordingly, this kind of condition also happens to 
Celie when she does not look at men that she prefers 
looking at girl. So, it can be summarized that both Celie 
and Nettie is psychologically similar because both of 
them are afraid of men. 
But if this do get through, one thing I want you 
to know, I love you, and I am not dead. And 
Olivia is fine and so is your son. (walker, 1982 
pdf 67) 
The thing that can be inferred from the extract 
above is the serious and real expression of Nettie’s 
feeling toward Celie. Moreover, Nettie implicitly states 
and emphasizes that she loves Celie and she need to 
make sure that Celie knows about that. She does not want 
to make Celie worry about her condition so by giving her 
news, Nettie can still keep in touch with her. 
Understanding this kind of efforts and attitude, it can be 
simply summarized that Nettie loves Celie so much even 
though at the moment she is not with Celie because of 
being a missionary in Africa. Nettie also gives her latest 
news to Celie telling that she is healthy at that moment 
and rejecting the news that she has died. Accordingly, it 
can be inferred that both Nettie and Celie has the same 
feelings and desire which both of them love each other. It 
is very ood and queer to happen to normal people when 
two sister reveal their feeling toward each others until 
one of them makes sure about her feeling. Even though 
they love their sibling, their feeling still can be 
categorized as common and normal feeling between 
sisters. 
The first Celie’s psychological aspect is her fear 
and hatred of men existence which also play essential 
role in constructing and forming Celie’s perspective and 
mindset toward them. From the very beginning of her 
life, Celie has very bad experiences dealing with them 
especially her own step father having name Pa. The man 
who should give her protection, attention and affection 
does not even care about her own daughter’s life and 
need. On the other hand, he only care about himself and 
this kind of situation make his two step daughters 
especially Celie are very afraid of him. It gets worse 
when Pa has also adopted a partiarchal system of family 
which sees men as the controller and the main power 
over the family and women is only the follower. On the 
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other words, women are being controlled, rule and 
controlled by men. therefore, men can do anything and 
mostly apply such kind of violence in the form of words 
and actions if it is needed in order to make women 
obedient to them. Celie’s perspective and thought about 
men is that they are something scary as what it is showed 
in the following quotation. 
“He beat me today cause he say I winked at a 
boy in church. I may have got somethin in my 
eye but I didn’t wink. I don’t even look at mens. 
That’s the truth. I look at women, tho, cause I’m 
not scared of them”. (Walker, 1982, 12 pdf) 
The first sentence of the extract above indicates 
how cruel and abusive Pa is toward Celie. Pa beats Celie 
for only winking at a boy when she is praying in a 
church. It seems to be too much if Pa applies such 
violence action to only very small mistake. Nevertheless, 
it is not really a mistake since any girl at Celie’s age 
starts to be interested in their different-sex. Furthermore, 
they like tooking at boys and they then get attracted to 
them. However, what has happened to Celie is the 
opposite when her step father does not allow her to look 
at boys. At this point, it is very obvious that Celie has 
been treated very badly during her childhood and it later 
causes her to be afraid of men. besides, it is strenghtened 
by her words saying that “i don’t even looks at men” 
which obviously indicates that she has no any braveness 
dealing with men. Celie is very afraid of men till she does 
not has even gut to look at them. Celi’s perspective 
toward men has changed that she sees men as something 
scary and they need to be avoided. 
Strengthening Celie’s fear of men, she even says 
and emphasizes “that’s the truth” which means that her 
fear of men is true and real that she does not want to look 
at them any more for how frightening they are for Celie. 
Celie then continues her words saying that she prefer 
looking at  women for she is not afraid of them. It is quite 
understandable that as the result of men abusement and 
bad treatment from men, Celie become afraid of them. 
This feeling and perspective later change her sexual 
tendency and preference. Thus, it can be understood that 
Celie’s fear of men lead her to change her perspective 
about men which men are something scary and she at this 
point prefers to look at and to be with women whom she 
assume that they are not scary as men. Hence, this huge 
fear of men can be regarded as one of most influencial 
aspect of Celie which affects Celie to be a lesbian or to 
change her sexual tendency and preference since it 
psychologically links directly to Celie’s mindset and 
thinking. It is not only Pa or Celie’s step father who 
causes Celie to be afraid of but also her own husband 
does. 
The accumulation of fears through times then 
create such huge hate and hatred for Celie to hate men so 
much. It just starts when she commits such real 
relationship with men called Mr. Albert. Similar to the 
previous man in Celie’s life, Mr Albert is also cruel, 
dominant and powerful till Celie is just like thing to be 
used as he wants. Mr Albert also employs such kind of 
violence to make Celie obey to him. It is clearly showed 
in the conversation below which involves Celie and Mr. 
Albert oldest son, Harpo. 
I say, Just born that way, I reckon.  
He beat me like he beat the children. Cept he 
don’t never hardly beat them. He say, Celie, git 
the belt. The children be outside the room 
peeking through the cracks. It all I can do not to 
cry. I make myself wood. I say to myself, Celie, 
you a tree. That’s how come I know trees fear 
man. (Walker, 1982, 22 pdf) 
From the conversation, it is Celie’s confession 
that women are nothing in the kind of partiarchal system 
of family that she cannot change the situation. That 
woman is born to be the subordinate, powerless, week, 
stubborn of men stands for what has been confessed by 
Celie in the quotation above. She implicitly states that 
she does not have anything to fight and defend herself. 
Moreover, in can be seen through the conversation that 
Pa likes beating, hitting and employing such violence 
while running the family.  
It might seem for most men in partiarchal 
system of family especially Mr Albert that by applying 
such kind of rudeness and violence, it is going to be 
easier to control and run the family. Mr Albert does not 
only employ such kind violence to their wife but also to 
their children in order make them obey and follow any of 
his rules and instructions. Accordingly, his kind of action 
and attitude trigger such fear among children and wife. 
Thus this kind of behaviour will be imitated by their 
generation and they unintentionally keep the system 
running beyond generation.  To be more detail analysing 
the fear in the extract above, Harpo as the oldest son of 
Mr Albert has also sensed the real and true fear when he 
is raisen by her father ofr Mr. Albert. So, he firstly 
analogizes himself to be a wood that is afraid of a man 
and he even holds his tear coming down as the result of 
huge fear to his own father.  Besides, Harpo does not 
only make comparison about himself related to his fear 
but he also compares Celie to a trees which is afraid to 
Mr. Albert. Accordingly, “trees fear man” is the 
description of how Celie should have been afraid of a 
man.  
Celie’s fear of men accumulates through times 
and it changes to be hate and hatred. At this point, Celie 
is not only afraid of them but also hate them so much. 
She does not wat to have any interaction with them. Men 
is something very bad and they need to be avoided. 
accordingly This hatred is as a result of men’s attitudes, 
actions, and behaviours which underestimates and 
humililiates and does not give any respect to them. The 
evidence of it is showed in the following extract. 
He say, Celie, tell me the truth. You don’t likeme 
cause I’m a man?cI blow my nose. Take offthey 
pants, I say, and men look like frogs to me.No 
matter how you kiss ’em, as far as I’m concern, 
frogs is what they stay.I see, he say. (Walker, 
1982, 119 pdf) 
 
In the conversation between Mr. Albert and 
Celie above, it looks like that Mr. Albert’s question about 
why Celie does not like him indicates that Mr Albert 
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begins to be aware that Celie does not really like him and 
Celie prefers loving Shug Avery. Moreover, Celie’s who 
has hold the feelings for son long finally has her 
braveness to say what it is in her mind. She finally tells 
the truth of her judgement and perspective about men. 
she firmly and bravey states that men is just like a frogs 
to her. 
 Further discussion if paying attention on the 
words spoken by Celie, it is quite unique when in the 
very early of the story she is so afraid of men and what 
she is able to do is to obey and follow any of their rules 
but at this point, she has her braveness to say directly to 
Mr Albert that Celie analogize men to frogs, an 
amphibian animal which usually live in a swampy, 
watery and dirty area. It is the real Celi’s feelings which 
have accumulated through the times. Also, it can be 
indicated that the completion of Celie’e fear of men is 
Celie’s hatred and hate to men. The next words said by 
Celie have the meaning that frogs are still a frogs, a kind 
of amphibian animal. Likewise, this can be concluded 
that no matter how men’s actions, behaviours, attitudes, 
and appearances are, they are still the same men as others 
for Celie and Celie of course apparently does not want to 
kiss them anymore whoever they are. It is very clear that 
Celie’s perspective toward men is that they do not have 
any good side whether their personality or attitute and 
men is something disgusting as frogs are. It obviously 
indicates how Celie hates them so much. 
This Grady, she say. This my husband. 
The minute she say it I know I don’t like Grady. 
I don’t like his shape, I don’t like his teef, I 
don’tlike his clothes. Seem like to me he smell. 
(Walker, 1982, 63 pdf) 
In the extract above, Celie does  not really care 
whoever the man is, she still does not like him as long as 
he is a man. She will hate any man whom she meets in 
her life as the result of very bad and painful experiences 
dealing with them in her whole life since her childhood 
age. No matter if Grady is Shug’s new husband, Celie 
will never like him for Grady is also a man. It is very 
obvious found in the extract that after Grady is being 
introduced to Celie, Celie immediately admits that she 
does not really like Grady wheter his personality and 
appearances. Besides, Celie does not like aby aspect of 
Grady figure which means that Celie is not able to see a 
man from different perspective. Moreover, what Celie 
konws and understands about a man is that they are 
something scary, hateful, bad and cruel. It does not 
matter although Grady has special relationship with Shug 
Avery who has been admired and loved by Celie in 
almost of her whole life, Celie still cannot be forced to 
like and love him. 
 Whatever the condition is, Celie’s hatred to men 
is unchangeable. It looks like sticking in Celie’s thinking 
and it later become a mindset. One evidence proving 
previous argumantation can be found in this following 
quotation when Celie still assumes that men are stiil 
frogs.  
And then, just when I know I can live content 
without Shug, just when Mr. _____ done ask me 
to marry him again, this time in the spirit as well 
as in the flesh, and just after I say Naw, I still 
don’t like frogs, but let’s us be friends, Shug 
write me she coming home. (Walker, 1982, 129 
pdf) 
The extract above can be summarized that even though 
Celie at this point is stronger than before that she can live 
without Shug Avery, she still does not want to get her 
relationship back with Mr. Albert if Mr Albert want to 
get Celie’s in his hand again and improve their marriage 
to be better . She even strenghts her belief using words “i 
still don’s like frogs”. Consequently, it simply points out 
that whatever the condition and situation is, Celie will 
never receive any man in the rest of her life. Being with 
them in the past has created such a great traumas to Celie. 
likewise, this kind of situation indicates that she is not 
interested in men anymore and it then leads her to change 
her sexual tendency. 
Well, you know wherever there’s a man, there’s 
trouble. And it seem like, going to Memphis, 
Grady was all over the car. No matter which 
way us change up, he want to sit next to Squeak. 
(Walker, 1982, 102 pdf) 
The extract above is another evidence of Celie’s 
bad judgement and perspective toward men which has 
sticked in in her thinking in whoe her life. Likewise, the 
first sentence is a very clear indication of Celie’s bad 
judgement toward men as she has an assumption that men 
and trouble are equal which means that men is a trigger 
of any problems. This kind of comparison, assumption 
and analogy simply and obviously indicates that she hates 
men very much. Celie always relates men to badness no 
matter who the men are. Moreover, it looks like that bad 
perspective toward men has strongly embeded in Celie’s 
thinking since she does not have any interets and 
intention anymore to even meet them in Celie’s life. It is 
proved by her supposition that she will always be 
followed by Grady’s figure and shadow whenever she 
goes. She also has another supposition that Grady is 
always in the car sitting next to Squeak eventhough he is 
absolutely not there at the moment. This kind of shadow 
supposition is as the result of accumulation of Celie’s 
fear, hates and hatred toward men so it just seems like 
she is being haunted by the figure of men in her life. 
She say, Celie! Like she shock. He gave you life, 
good health, and a good woman that love you to 
death. 
Yeah, I say, and he give me a lynched daddy, a 
crazy mama, a lowdown dog of a step pa and a 
sister I probably won’t eversee again.  
Anyhow, I say, the God I been praying and 
writing to is a man. And act just like all the 
other mens I know. Trifling, forgitful and 
lowdown. (Walker, 1982 , 97 pdf) 
 The quotation above is another conversation 
between Celie and Shug Avery which dicuss and argue 
about about God. Celie’s hate and hatred to men also 
influence her perspective and attitude to God who she 
assumes that God is in the form of a man. what Celie 
thinks and assumes about God is that he is just the same 
as a man although Shug has explained her to me more 
thankful for he has given her many things her whole life. 
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However, a man is still a man for Celie, she does not care 
how he looks like or whatever he is in form of, her 
feelings toward a man will never change, that is why she 
still has her argumentation and opinion to against Shug 
explanation. Furthermore, it can be regarded as paradox 
when Celie agrees about Shug’s opinion but her next 
explanation shows the badness of what she has received 
from God to her by combining the members of Celie’s 
family with such bad adjective such as lynched father, a 
crazy mother, a lowdown dog step-father and a sister who 
gets separated with her.  
Focusing on the words used by Celies to 
describe her family members, it begins with a lynched 
father which stand for a father or a man who is given a 
death sentence without legal sanction. The second is a 
crazy mamma or mother which means that during her 
mother life times, she did not stop doing crazy thing for 
example, she liked cursing and screaming at Celie and 
firghting with Pa or Celie’s step father as what can be 
found in the early story of the novel. The next is a 
lowdown dog step-father which an adjective to describe a 
harsh, cruel, abusive and bad step-father who has done 
many traumatic, bad and tragic things to Celie since 
Celie’s childhood. At this point, the way Celie explain 
her step father with the use of very bad adjective can be a 
very obvious indicator that she has hated him so much 
and Celie even adds it with “dog” which stands for a kind 
of animal. Therefore, it is very apparent and obvious that 
Celie dislikes and hates the figure of men so much, she 
does not only compare men to frogs as the previous 
explanation but also uses dog to refer to them. 
 Celie’s perspective toward God whom she also 
assumes as a man can also be recognized in the two last 
sentences of the quotation above when she is very 
disappointed after knowing that God whom she has been 
praying and writing to is a man. Moreover, she feels that 
any kind of men in any in any shape is all the same. The 
men which have been met and known by Celie are also 
the same. Celie’s expression of disappointment, hate and 
hatred can bee seen by the usgae of bad words in 
describing the figure of men such as “trifling, forgitful, 
and lowdown. These three word can be categorized as 
bad and swear words.  Besides, they have their own 
meaning and symbolize of different things. For Celie, 
men are trifling which closely means that they are useless 
thing that cannot be counted on. The second word used 
by Celie to describe men is forgitful or forgetful which 
stands for that men are easy to forget something that they 
have promised. At this point, Celie assumes that men 
never appriciate women when they have already made 
promises. The words is lowdown which is related to the 
harsh, uneducated, cruel, abusive and bad things. 
Therefore, it is very obvious and clear that Celie dislikes 
and hates men very much and those feeling are hard to 
change and it results her to intentionally change her 
sexual preference and tendency to be more comfortable 
to women and it causes her to love women and to be a 
lesbian. 
 
 
 
 
There are two special women who have come to 
Celie’s life. They are Nettie and Shug avery. Both of 
women play important role in developing and 
constructing Celie’s lesbian identity. Besides, both of 
women can be one of most apparent aspects of Celie’s to 
be a lesbian because they can conducive the real and true 
comfort and pleasure to Celie. The first is Nettie. Nettie 
is Celie’s biological sisters and both Celie and Nettie are 
taken care by a cruel step father in a partiarchal system 
family which always puts men as the ruler and the 
controller in the family. Celie and Nettie love each other 
and share everything together during their childhood. For 
Celie, Nettie is a escape from having abusive and cruel 
Pa and she is is also the only one who can understand her 
condition and feeling. Being surrounded by partiarchal 
system and man domination, Celie and Nettie do not 
receive enough love from their parents especially after 
their mother dies. Therefore, Celie and Nettie express 
their feeling each other till Celie believes that Nettie is 
the only girl whom she has ever loved in this world. 
Loving Nettie means that she feels comfortable with her. 
“She love me too, I say to Shug.She tall or 
short? Shug ast. What kind of dress she like to 
wear? What her birthday? What her favorite 
color? Can she cook? Sew? What about hair? 
Everything bout Nettie she want to know. I talk 
so much my voice start to go. Why you want to 
know so much bout Nettie? I ast. Cause she the 
only one you ever love, she say, sides me”. 
(Walker, 1982, 67 pdf) 
 
The quotation above is actually a conversation 
between Celie and Shug Avery. They talk about Nettie at 
that moment. The first sentence is Celie’s replay to the 
Shug’s question related to Nettie feeling’s toward Celie. 
From Celie’s answer, it can clearly be concluded means 
that both of Celie and Nettie have the same feeling to 
each other and they love each other just like a couple of a 
man and a woman. Even though they are biological 
sisters who have been born from the same biological 
mother, they unconsciously still fall in love to each other. 
For Celie, the existence of Nettie is escape from being 
haunted and scared by the portrait of men which 
symbolizes the domination, the brutality and the ruler.  
Celie feels very comfortable whenever she is closed to 
Nettie. This comfortable feeling later will unconsciously 
lead to the affection and happiness. However, the clearest 
indication that Celie is very comfortable and loves Nettie 
so much is in the las sentence of the paragraph when 
Shug states that she/Nettie is the only one that Celie has 
ever loved besides herself.  
 The coming of Shug Avery in the house creates 
such huge comfort and pleasure for Celie. Likewise, 
Celie has just found another Nettie in her life. Shug’s 
attention somehow conducive such great comfort, secure, 
happiness and peace for Celie as the following quotation. 
She come over and put her hand on my 
shoulder. 
He beat me when you not here, I say. 
Who do, she say, Albert? 
Gender Issue : Celie’s Lesbian Aspects in Alice Walker’s The Color Purple 
 
113 
Mr. ____, I say. (Walker, 1982, pdf 48) 
Shug’s mildness and attention create such huge comfort 
until it Celie trust her and she then tries to share 
something that happens to her. Celie feels very 
comfortable while treated by Shug Avery. It can proved 
by her braveness to tell Shug Avery that she will be 
beaten and hurted by Mr. Albert if Shug Avery is not at 
home. Furthermore, it seems like Celie has trusted Shug 
Avery to share anything that she feels and she believes. It 
is impossible for Celie to share and tell anything to Shug 
if she does not trust her because Celie only shares her 
stories both to god and to her sister, Nettie. In the 
quotation above, Celie does not even have any doubt and 
fear telling that Albert is the person who always beats her 
eventhough Shug Avery is helped and brought to home 
by Mr. Albert. 
I can’t believe it, she say. She sit down on the 
bench next to me real hard, like she  drop. 
What he beat you for? she ast. 
For being me and not you. 
Oh, Miss Celie, she say, and put her arms 
around me. 
Us sit like that for maybe half a hour. Then she 
kiss me on the fleshy part of my shoulder and 
stand up. 
I won’t leave, she say, until I know Albert won’t 
even think about beating you. (Walker, 1982, pdf 
48) 
The quotation above is the another example of 
Shug’s attention which triggers such comfort toward 
Celies. Shug’s serious attention to Celie somehow shows 
that she cares and love Celie so much. This behavior 
makes Celie feels so comfortable, pleased, happy and 
secure. Celie at that moment feels that there is nothing 
more to be afraid of. She is more ready to face anything 
in front of her. Shug’s touches while they are having 
conversation creates such composure and freshness to 
Celie who never receives such kind of treatment from her 
own husband, Mr. Albert. Moreover, in the extract above 
Celie is also aware of who she is and why she is beaten 
by Mr. Albert and she is not afraid anymore to share it to 
Shug aver for she has trusted Shug Avery more that she 
trusts Mr. Albert. Shug also shows her careness and 
affection by kissing and hugging Celie. in the last 
sentence, Shug makes sure and promises Celie that she 
will never leave her alone until Mr. Albert stops beating 
her anymore. The attentions, affections, carenesses and 
sweet promises are the factor that makes Celie is much 
more comfortable to be with woman rather than man and 
this one of the strongest reasons for Celie to change her 
sexual preference and tendency to love the same-sex 
type. Moreover, whenever Celie gets upset of something, 
Shug Avery is always ready to calm her down. 
Don’t cry, Celie, Shug say. Don’t cry. She start 
kissing the water as it come down side my face. 
(Walker, 1982, 65 pdf) 
The extract above shows how Shug Avery care 
about Celie. Shug Avery clearly and intentionally shows 
her sympathy and careness about Celie. Furthermore, she 
even kisses Celie in order to prove that she really care 
about Celie. These kind of treatment and attitude make 
Celie feels much more better and comfortable. Therefore, 
the accumulation comfortable feelings toward Shug 
Avery later will lead to the change of Celie’s sexual 
tendency that in her perspective, it is better to always be 
with women rather than men because women will always 
understand her and will never hurt her. at this moment, 
the existence of two women in Celie’e life, Nettie and 
Shug Avery can be one of the most crucial aspects in 
changing and developing her identity and it is can be 
categorized as the psychological aspects since it mostly 
deals with Celie’s psychology. Nettie is a girl who came 
to her life to love and to be love during her childhood 
meanwhile Shug Avery is a woman who gives her so 
many kind of affection, attention and careness during her 
adolescence age. 
Grady and Mr. _____ come staggering in round 
daybreak. Me and Shug sound asleep. Her back 
to me, my arms round her waist. What it like? 
Little like sleeping with mama, only I can’t 
hardly remember ever sleeping with her. Little 
like sleeping with Nettie, only sleeping with 
Nettie never feel this good. It warm and 
cushiony, and I feel Shug’s big tits sorta flop 
over my arms like suds. It feel like heaven is 
what it feel like, not like sleeping with Mr. 
_____ at all. (Walker, 1982, 66 pdf) 
The extract above begins by Celie’s statement of 
being disturbed by the coming of Grady and Mr. _____. 
She feels that both of two men can destroy her great 
times being together with Shug Avery by easily changing 
her mood at that moment. Her bad thought and 
perspective about men always put men as the bad side in 
any condition. This kind of situation indicates that Celies 
has no interest any more in men’s figure that she will be 
always disturbed by the men existence. However, Celie 
does not really care about their coming since she is busy 
cuddling, lying on bed and having great time with Shug 
Avery. Sleeping together with Shug Avery creates such 
great comfort and happiness which can easily be the 
indicator that Celie’s sexual preference and tendency has 
changed to be a lesbian so she feels much comfortable 
being together with the same sex type rather than 
different sex type. Therefore, therefore, comfortable 
feeling to women especially Shug Avery is one of most 
necessary aspects for Celie to be a lesbian.   
In explaining and describing her togetherness 
while sleeping with Shug Avery, Celie seems to be very 
happy, pleasant, peace, and comfortable. It can be proved 
by Celie’s analogy while sleeping with Shug Avery that 
Celie even analogize it like while she is sleeping with her 
mother and Nettie, two previous women in her life. On 
the other hand, she does not even mention any of men 
whom she has met and known in her life. Sleeping with 
Shug Avery, she feels very warm, soft and comfortable. 
Moreover, she can also feel the comfort of touching Shug 
body and she describes it like pillow which is soft, tender 
and pleasant. This kind of comfortable and pleasant 
feeling later lead to the change of her sexual tendency to 
love more women rather than men. furthermore, Celie’s 
last sentences is the strongets proves of her comfortable 
feeling toward Shug Avery as she analogize it like 
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heaven, the best place which everybody wants to go. 
Heaven itself for Celie stand for the highest pleasure and 
happiness which she senses when she is sleeping with 
Shug Avery. On the other hand, sleeping with men is 
something uncomfortable as what has been said by Celie 
in the last words of the extract. 
when Shug and me go fall out in her room to 
listen to music till all that food have a chance to 
settle. It cool and dark in her room. Her bed soft 
and nice. Us lay with our arms round each 
other. (Walker, 1982, 103 pdf) 
 The quotation above is another proof showed 
how comfortable Celie’s is whenever she is closed to 
Shug Avery. To be more detail, the comfort and 
happiness while doing something together indicates that 
both of Celie and Shug avery feels comfortable and 
pleasant each other. Thus this kind of comfortable feeling 
will easily lead to the feeling of love. Moreove, what it is 
found in the extract above looks like a new married 
couple whom his or her life is just full of love, happiness 
and pleasure. Listening to the music together, cooking 
together and lying on bed together simbolizes how happy 
and comfortable they are in enjoying their life. It also 
seems for them that there is nothing to worry when they 
are together and they seem to forget any of their problem 
in life. Furthermore, it is added by Celie’s description of 
at that moment which is cool and dark that mean it is 
very peace, calm and quite. The bed is also described that 
it is so soft and nice which stand for the most comfortable 
place to be laid off and the last sentence is one of the 
clearest indication how love and comfortable Celie to 
Shug Avery is. 
Social and environment play the most important 
role in constructing individual’s identity. Raising and 
growing in such partiarchal family with the absolute 
domination of men, women are in subordinate position in 
the family. The husband as the head of the family has the 
control on any aspects. Furthermore, he is so powerful 
that deserves to be followed and obeyed. Any of his 
decision has to be always agreed without any exception. 
A whole family has to agree when he has decided 
something. The wife and the children have to follow any 
of his order. It seems brutal but it exists in the most 
society around the world. Therefore, it somehow gives 
chance for husband to do harsh, cruel and bad things 
toward family members if they do not follow what he 
want. On ther other hand, women are described as 
powerless, weak and subordinate in a partiarchal system 
family. They do not have any right to express theirselves 
for they are under control by their husband. What the 
women can do is to only obey and follow  any of their 
husband decision. This kind of situation sometimes 
creates the mindset in women’s thingking that men has 
been labbeled by brutallity and cruelty which later lead to 
deprresion and stressed and the change of  their sexual 
tendency.  
Celie has been surrounded by partriarchal 
system family and almost of her whole life has been 
spent living in this kind of system which puts a man as 
the controller and ruler . The first, it happens in her 
childhood when she is taken care by a cruel step father 
called Pa. And the second, after she is married by a man 
who also applies this kind of system in the family whose 
name is Mr. Albert. since Celie’s childhood, she has got 
many bad experinces dealing with men’s domination, the 
following extract shows man domination in the family 
which then makes Celie afraid of him. 
 
“You better not never tell nobody but God. It’d 
kill your mammy”. (Walker, 1982, 8 pdf ) 
Those two sentences above show on the very 
early of the novel. Pa delivers those words in order to 
make Celie afraid of them and to obey what is asked that 
he does not want Celie to tell something to any body else. 
He is even going to kill Celie’s mother if she keeps 
telling something that happens to her. Furthermore, those 
two sentences can be considered as a threat to show how 
dominant he is in the family and whole family member 
have to follow any of her orders and instructions. It is 
also the way to her power over Celie and others family 
members. Eventhough it is only a threat, but it creat such 
great impact in Celie’s perspective about men for Celie is 
still very yound and innocent at that time. 
Pa runs the family not only by delivering such 
bad and threatening words but also doing also using 
physical threat and violence. it seems more effective to 
spread the terror through physical violence rather than 
threatening words. it is very common for members of the 
family with this kind of system to receive physical 
violence if one of family members does not follow, obey 
the decision or they have made a little mistake which 
causes an anger for the father. it is as what showed in the 
following quotation. 
“Last spring after little Lucious come I heard 
them fussing. He was pulling on her arm. She 
say It too soon, Fonso, I ain’t well. Finally he 
leave her alone. A week go by, he pulling on her 
arm again”. (Walker, 1982, 8 pdf ) 
In this type of family system, a father has massive and 
absolute control over the family. Likewise, he cannot be 
fought back by any of the family members. As what has 
been portrayed in the extract above, he or Pa pulls Celie’s 
mother arm because she does not agree with what Pa 
wants. Eventhough Celi’s mother has given a reasonable 
reason why she does not agree with Pa’s request, he still 
pulls her and of course Celie’s mother does not have any 
braveness to fight back as she has been realized that she 
is in the partriarchal family with men’s absolute 
domination.  
The description above explains how brutal and 
cruel Pa as the leader and and head of the family when he 
runs and control it. He can do anything he wants if his 
orders and request cannot be done even by his own wife. 
In the quotation, it is not enough for to only apply 
physical violence at once, he repeates again pulling her 
wife’s arms. Pa intentionally pulls Celie’s mother arms in 
front of Celie and Nettie in order to show that any of the 
family members who is brave to against Pa’s decision 
will receive the same thing as her mother does. He does 
not care and pay attention about the psychological 
condition of his family member after receiving so many 
bad things from him. What he need to care is to only 
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fulfill his need and to satisfyi himself. On other hand, 
women position in the family is very unlucky, there is no 
any right for them to fight her husband back and even to 
express theirselves. There is also no law that will give 
them protection to live their life. Celie’s mother is just 
like cattle that has to follow any of her boss’ orders 
without questioning wheter it is good or bad for them.  
I spend my wedding day running from the oldest 
boy. He twelve. His mama died in his arms and 
he don’t want to hear nothing bout no new one. 
He pick up a rock and laid my head open. The 
blood run all down tween my breasts. His daddy 
say Don’t do that! But that’s all he say. (Walker, 
1982, 16 pdf ) 
Celie does not only receive bad, harsh and unfair 
treatment from her step father but also her own husband. 
The quotation above is the obvious example of the case. 
After receiving many traumatic experiences dealing with 
a man which makes her afraid of them, Celie has also got 
the same experiences from her husband. As showed in 
the above quotation, her husband tends to defend his 
children rather than Celie who has officially already been 
his wife. Moreover, it is portrayed in the last sentence 
when Mr Albert or Celie’s husband does not do anything 
to forbid his oldest son throwing a rock to Celie and Celie 
just runs away as far as possible to avoid it . What Mr 
Albert can only do is to say “don’t do that” which 
reflects that he does not really care about Celie who just 
has been in marriage with him. It is not supposed to be 
like that if Mr Albert loves and cares about Celie. As the 
head of the family, Mr. Albert have to be fair to whole 
members of the family. At this point, it is clear enough 
that Mr. Albert also applies such kind of partiarchal 
system of family when he can do anything he want no 
matter it is good or bad for his family. 
Harpo, she say. Harpo the oldest boy. Harpo, 
don’t let Celie be the one bring in all the water. 
You a big boy now. Time for you to help out 
some. Women work, he say.                                                                                              
What? she say.                                                                                                       
Women work. I’m a man(Walker, 1982, 16 pdf ) 
            The extract above is another evidence of male 
domination in Celie’s family which somehow is one of 
the most influential factor that shapes Celie’s lesbian. 
The quotation itself is a conversation between Celie, 
Shug Avery and Harpo. However, every words that 
comes out from Harpo’s mouth can be considered as 
symbolizing male domination concept. Harpo is the 
oldest son of Albert has also had a mindest of male 
domination. His first word is “women work” which 
means that women have to work and he implisitly and 
indirectly humiliates and disrespect women’s nature that 
they are actually the symbol of beauty and love. 
Likewise, his next words seem so humiliating as he says 
that “women work. I’m a man”. What harpo means here 
that he does not work and want to work because he is a 
man and women have to work because they are created to 
be like that. Eventhough Celie is Harpo’s step mother, he 
still thinks that Celie does not deserve to be helped for 
Celie is a woman and she has to do it by herself. It is a 
very clear indication of patriarchal system and male 
domination in Celi’es family which has  actually been 
planted by Mr. Albert as the head of the family. 
The partiarchal system of family always puts 
women in second place after men and men are very 
dominant over women. Therefore, The rights to express 
their potential and talent are limited. Women in this kind 
of system is powerless, weak and subordinated. There is 
no sexual, economical and sosial equality in society. 
Their only duty is to obey men’s orders and request. As a 
result, many women are easy to get stressed, depressed, 
desperated and even the chane of sexual tendency and 
preference as what happens to Celie. They are controlled 
by men in any aspect of her life. They have to work very 
hard in the field and men just sit every day supervising as 
what has been explained on previous paragraph when 
harpo as the oldest son of Mr. Albert is being requested 
by Shug Avery to help Celie bringing the water but he 
refuses to help and gives the reason that women have to 
work and men do not. It simply simbolizes that although 
Harpo is still very young and his position in the family is 
as a  son, he has adopted partriarchal system which is 
aplied by his father. Consequently, this kind of system 
will still exist until now for it is inherited through 
generation.  
She ugly. He say. But she ain’t no stranger to 
hard work. And she clean. And God done fixed 
her. You can do everything just like you want to 
and she ain’t gonna make you feed it or clothe 
it. (Walker, 1982, 14 pdf ) 
The another example of man domination which 
triggers Celie to be a lesbian can be found in the 
quotation above. It is a conversation between Pa and Mr 
Alber who is going to marry one of Pa’s daughter. From 
the very beginning of the sentence, a man can say 
anything he wants. He does not care about woman’s 
feeling after being said as “ugly”. It shows how powerful 
he is in giving judgment to women. It is also can be 
described that woman is nothing compared to man. They 
seem to be like a thing not a human being which can be 
used, treated and asked everything that men want.
However, if  they get bored they can just leave them 
alone. This kind of behaviours, thoughts and perspective 
causes bad stigma for women that men are something 
rude and cruel who have to be avoided and hated by 
women. The following sentence also show that women 
are supposed to have the ability to work very hard for it 
isone of good indicator and qualification to be a good 
women if they are able to work very hard. At this point, it 
is very clear that in a partriarchal system of family, 
women have to work very hard meanwhile men do not 
have to be work to fulfill family need. It is just like tha 
women are the servant and men are the king or the boss 
in the family. 
However, the most apparent indicator of 
partiarchal and man domination in Celie’s case is n the 
last sentences when pa convinces Mr Albert that Celie 
will be able to obey anything Mr Albert wants. It is 
showed in the words “you can do everything just like you 
want to”. It is very clear statement that men have 
absolute and full control over women. Even though Celie 
is Pa’s step daughter, he does not care if someone else is 
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going to marry her and ask her to do anything he needs. It 
signalizes that even the father does not really love their 
own daughter and they have heart if their daughter is 
taken and treated improper way by someone else. Men 
care about theirselves. Furthermore, in partiarchal 
system, men only care and pay their attention on their 
needs and they do not care about their women, their wife 
and even their daughter. Therefore, most women in 
partiarchal system will be stressed, under pressure and 
and scared and this will lead to the change of their 
preferences to the same-sex so they can find peace, 
secure and happiness like Celie’s case that she love and 
like women rather than men. 
Harpo look at Squeak. Shut up Squeak, he say. It 
bad luck for women to laugh at men. She say, 
Okay. She sit up straight, suck in her breath, try 
to press her face together. 
He look at Sofia. She look at him and laugh in 
his face. I already had my bad luck, she say. I 
had enough to keep me laughing the rest of my 
life. (Walker, 1982, 99 pdf ) 
 The extact served above is also the another 
prove of partiarchal system family which is followed and 
adopted by the society around Celie. Eventhough it does 
not deal directly with Celie, it still obviously shows how 
her enviroment’s perspective toward women is. What can 
be concluded from the words said by Harpo is that 
woman do not allow to laugh at men because it looks like 
humiliating for men to be laughed by women. The idea is 
that if women keep laughing at men, it will be a bad luck 
for them. Furthermore, this kind of thought and idea 
indicate how powerful men’s position in society till they 
can make their own rule, thought and idea by theirselves. 
The purpose of creating this kind of thought itself is to 
restrict women’s attitude to men. It can also be 
summarized that women’s position in this kind of system 
is powerless, week, and subordinate. Therefore, Celie’s 
has very bad judgement about men for anything they 
have done to her. This is the strongest factor influencing 
her sexual identity. 
 However, the last sentence is quite unique when 
Sofia who always wants to fight Harpo’s back has gut 
and braveness to laugh after hearing the idea that women 
will have bad luck if they are laugh at men. The words 
“laugh in his face” means that Sofia wants to eradicate 
any kind of ideas, thoughts and stigmas which do not not 
give any advantages to women. It is very apparent that 
she attempts to change the situation of the system which 
so far has always put women in low, harmful, bad and 
difficult situation. This kind of struggle and fighting 
signifies that most of women living in partiarchal system 
of family want to fight for their rights. They demand that 
they also deserve proper and better life as men does and 
there is no social status among them. Consequently, 
Sofia’s action and attitude above is the symbol of her 
struggle to be politically, economically and socially equal 
to men. She implicitly and invisibly tries to triggers Celie 
to follow her action and idea because Sofia thinks that 
although Celie dislikes and hates men very much, it will 
be nothing without taking an real action. 
 
 
To summarize, there are three main aspects apparently 
found in the story which impact Celie to be a lesbian. So 
they are biological, psychological and social aspects. 
Three of those factors contribute important role in 
shapping and constructing Celie’s lesbian identity. 
Moreover, the first aspect is biological aspect. Biological 
aspect deals with the genes or the similarities between 
sisters in the family or it is usually inherited by mother as 
female parent. Psychological side is the second aspect 
affecting Celie to be a lesbian which mostly deals with the 
psychology of Celie. In this aspect, there are at least two 
things involved in it. The first is Celie’s fear and hatred to 
men. Secondly, it is Celie’s comfortable feeling to 
women, Nettie and Shug Avery. Nettie and Shug Avery 
are very nice for Celie till she feels very comfortable 
anytime she is closed to them. The last aspect of Celie to 
become a lesbian is sosial aspect. Social aspect can be 
recognized as one of the most significant aspect which 
affects Celie to become a lesbian. This is very obvious 
when Celie was born and risen in a partiarchal system of 
family which always put men as the controller and ruler in 
the family. 
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